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Welcome to our first issue of the Silverstream Charolais Bulletin. It is our intention to circulate this three times a year with news from
Silverstream as well having buyer profiles and relevant industry information. This issue profiles long time buyer Chris Chamberlain
and includes a guest editorial from Dr Jon Hickford of Lincoln University.

We would like to thank all the buyers and under-bidders at this year’s bull sale. The sale was particularly strong and we were
humbled by the level of support we received from stud and commercial buyers from throughout the country. We had great feedback
from both buyers and agents on the quality of bulls. This year for the first time we filmed the sale bulls and produced a DVD. Those
who received the DVD thought it was a great idea and found it to be very helpful, so next year will do it again.

Winter was proving to be a long drawn out affair in this area. A record rainfall for May was always going to make it difficult, but in the
last month we have seen a dramatic turn-around and the weather has been fantastic. The cattle are looking very good and we have
already turned our attention to next year’s crop of bulls. We are excited at the quality of young bulls coming through and we are
particularly pleased with the calves by Palgrove Zephlin. We purchased Zephlin at the 2006 Palgrove sale in Australia. After a 10 year
absence from the Show ring we are going to take a team of cattle back to the New Zealand Royal Show in Christchurch in November
and the Ellesmere A & P show in October. In our show team we will have a couple of exciting young Zephlin yearling bulls, as well as a
heifer.

The showing of cattle and the winning of major awards has lost much of its appeal to the commercial farmers in New Zealand in
recent years. It is unfortunate from the shows point of view that this has happened, but the reality is that buyers want to buy stock
that have been run under the same conditions from large contemporary groups. However we see shows as a good way of meeting up
with our clients and putting something back into the rural community. What’s more the show is an institution that is only made
possible the work of many volunteers from the rural sector. We attended both the Hawarden and Sheffield shows back in the
autumn and it was great to catch up with friends and other people in the industry. We also had success with the cattle and really
enjoyed being able to support both shows.

We have been busy with lambing over the last month and our lambing percentage is well up as a result of the great weather and ewe
condition over the winter. Calving has recently begun and the calves by new sires Silverstream Brumby and Silverstream Bookmaker

are looking very promising. If you are attending the shows please come and see us and good luck with the upcoming season!

Regards,
Brent
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43°. OF OUR BULLS SOLD BETWEEN $2200-

k AT SILVERSTREAM! J

Lot 1  Muller Stn, Awatere Valley. $6,500 Lot 31 Withdrawn. -

Lot2 Hemingford Stud, Culverden.  $16,000 Lot 32 Mt McGiloin Stn, Bruce Bay. $4,500
Lot 3 Minzion Stn, Millers Flat. $7,000 Lot 33 Lochiel Stn, Hanmer Springs.  $6,000
Lot4 Hillvale Stud, Taranaki. $7,000 Lot 34 Lifanly Farms, Palmerston. $8,000
Lot5 C & M Dalzell, Lees Valley. $7,500 Lot 35 David Scott, Fox Glacier. $7,500
Lot 6 Lochiel Stn, Hanmer Springs.  $8,000 Lot 36 McDonald Downs, Hawarden. $6,500
Lot 7  Withdrawn. - Lot 37 Evans Farming Co, Gore $4,000
Lot8 Twin Rivers Stud, Tokanui. $11,000 Lot 38 C & M Dalzell, Lees Valley. $5,800
Lot9 Straithview Stn, Middlemarch. $9,000 Lot 39 Withdrawn -

Lot 10. Paringa Charolais, Australia $11,500 Lot 40 Straithview Stn, Middlemarch.  $4,500
Lot 11 Minzion Stn, Millers Flat. $9500 Lot 41 Ben Omar Stn, Omarama. $4,000
Lot 12 C & S Robinson Ltd, Tapanui. $7,500 Lot42 S & M Millar, Darfield. $2,500
Lot 13 J & R Crooks, Gore. $6,500 Lot 43 D.P de Pass, Kaituna Valley.  $4,800
Lot 14 Passed. - Lot 44 Manapouri Downs, Te Anau.  $5,800
Lot 15 Mt McGloin Stn, Bruce Bay. $5,500 Lot 45 M. Scorgie, Outram. $8,000
Lot 16 Craiglyn Stn, Middlemarch. $6,000 Lot 46 Omarama Stn, Omarama. $4,500
Lot 17 Davaar P/s, Te Anau. $4,500 Lot 47 Withdrawn. -

Lot 18 Wayne Williams, Fox Glacier.  $7,000 Lot 48 High Peak Stn, Darfield $3,200
Lot 19 Milton Farming Co, Oxford. $5,000 Lot 49 Chris Chamberlain, Port Levy  $4,200
Lot 20 Wayne Williams, Fox Glacier. $3,000 Lot 50 Passed. -

Lot 21 Manapouri Downs, Te Anau.  $7,500 Lot 51 Onepunga P/s, Amberley $2,200
Lot 22 McDonald Downs, Hawarden. $5,500 Lot 52 Lin Morris, Rangiora $4,500
Lot 23 Maungahina Stud, Masterton.  $12,500 Lot 53 Muller Stn, Awatere Valley. $4,500
Lot 24 Jim Ferguson, Ross. $9,000 Lot 54 Passed. -

Lot 25 Flemington Farm Co, Tapanui. $7,000 Lot 55 High Peak Stn, Darfield $2,200
Lot 26 Vessa Holdings, Hokatika. $4,000 Lot 56 Passed. E

Lot 27 Withdrawn. - Lot 57 Craiglyn Stn, Middlemarch. $2,200
Lot 28 R & J Hobson, Cave. $5,000 Lot 58 Minzion Stn, Millers Flat. $2,200
Lot 29 Mitchel Allan, Riversdale. $6,500 Lot 59 M. Satterthwaite, Waiau $3,800
Lot 30 Gawler Downs, Ashburton. $4,000 Lot 60 M. Satterthwaite, Waiau $4,200

I e e

Lot 2 Lot 17 T Lot23 Lot 38

Silverstream Commander, Silverstream Cullen, Silverstream Chancellor, Silverstream Cruise,
Hemingford Stud Davaar Partnership Maungahina Stud Craig & Marilyn Dalzell
$16,500 $4,500 $12,500 $5,800

At this year's sale Tom and Olivia. CONGRATULATIONS TO TOM AND OLIVIA [W\VA e\ RV (e N Vi, N\ 30
Lawson from Victoria, Australia SILMVERSTREAM COLORADO C26 J{eJi X3RRI

purchased Silverstream Colorado

for $11,500. The Lawsons who have travelled extensively, rate

the Silverstream breeding program as world class. The Lawson

name Is strongly associated with Angus in Australia, and

Lawsons Angus is one of Australia’s leading operations. Tom

and Olivia run ‘Paringa Charolais” and are capitalising on the

obvious synergies between the breeds. Charolais are strongly

in demand in Australia. The Lawsons also have recently
launched ‘Hot Cross’, a composite bull bred for the northern
states. They produce 3,000 Hotcross (Charolais/Senepol cross)
calves for the AA Cattle Company. The AA Cattle Company is
one of Australia’s largest beef produces. They run over 600,000
cattle on 9 million hectares.






GETTING MORE OUT OF WHAT YOU’VE GOT

Improving the longevity of your cows

Cow longevity is an area that has huge potential for
improvement in the beef industry. In a well run system
cows that are empty or poor get culled therefore longevity
incorporates both reproductive and structural soundness.
Developing a replacement female in your herd is a time
consuming process and economically expensive because of
the dollars invested in her, not least because she has not
yet returned any income to the operation. A replacement
heifer born this spring may not return any income for
another five years in some systems, but is that acceptable
economically.

There are three main things which affect the ability of a
cow to produce a calf every year for a number of years.
They are, how the cow is fed, mineral nutrition and the
selection of genetics. The cow plays a critical role in most
pastoral farming systems, as she has the ability to assist in
the management of pasture quality. Especially under hill-
country conditions in NZ, there is limited opportunity to
conserve excess pasture growth when times are good;
therefore the ability of the cow to tolerate a live weight loss
during times of feed shortage, is valuable. Although cow
live-weight can be manipulated during this time, the
increased feed demand at critical times needs to be
considered so that overall animal performance and
reproductive ability is not adversely affected.

Mineral nutrition is often underestimated in terms of its
importance in cow reproduction. Getting cows to stay
within a 365 day calving interval is a great challenge, as
they only have approximately 80 days after calving to get
back in calf again. When the season is good and feed is
plentiful, mineral deficiencies in cows can often be masked
and reproduction appears normal. However in tough
seasons, cows with mineral deficiencies can have a reduced
reproductive performance. Getting cows ‘optigrow’ tested
at slaughter is worthwhile, as correcting mineral
deficiencies is relatively cheap. Retained placentas at
calving are a tell tale sign that selenium is lacking.
Accordingly having your selenium levels at the optimum
level will have a significant effect on reproductive
performance of your cows. Even if you are applying
selenium with fertilizer, you may still find you need a
selenium supplement.

Selecting genetics for improvement in longevity relates to
how you buy the bulls which are used to breed
replacement females. There is no EBV that directly relates
to longevity, so traits that are associated with longevity
need to be considered. Extremes in growth, milk, EMA and
IMF% should be avoided as they may adversely affect
longevity. High growth rate EBVs lead to larger harder
keeping cows, and these may be difficult to get back in calf
again in a tough year. High milking cows will milk the
condition off their back potentially making it more difficult
for them to rebreed in poorer seasons. Remember that a
cow only needs enough milk to raise one calf. Muscling and
fat tend to work against each other; you don’t tend to get
well muscled cattle with good fat cover. You really want
cows that are able to lay down fat when times are good so

they have good fat reserves to get them through the next
winter. Avoid the extremes in IMF% as increased marbling
percent in some cases has been shown to be negatively
correlated to fertility.

We are currently in an information recording and
measuring age. Having large amounts of information
available, has great advantages, but it can also lead
breeders and buyers to think that ‘more is better’ when
often it is quite the contrary. If you change the genetics of
your herd without modifying the environment to match the
genetic change; after time it will have serious negative
implications on your herd.

The aim of every breeding cow operation should be to
maintain a low replacement rate. Prime heifers always sell
for more than cull cows. The less replacement heifers you
will require gives greater scope to mate with bulls that will
suit the markets, such as terminal sires. By selecting fewer
replacements you can also be more choosey which can
increase genetic gain. ‘Cows for country — Bulls for
markets’.

Mating with a Charolais cross breeding program can give
you a 15-20% productivity gain. Even with the 20cents/kg
premium for those that qualify for the various Angus
branded programs, it is only the equivalent of a 6% gain
based on a $3.50 schedule. A nice bonus and good for the
industry, but not the bonanza the headlines would have
you believe.

Also don’t forget when picking bulls to back your own
judgment. Far too often EBV’s dictate selection of bulls,
when they were only ever meant to be a tool to assist you
after assessing the bull visually. If you want strong rugged
cows don’t buy a ‘steer with balls’. Bone, width of muzzle,
natural thickness and spring of rib are still as important as
they ever were.

Years ago the one thing that was an absolute was that our
traditional breeds were structurally sound. We have made
great progress in some areas, but this is one area that has
slipped badly recently. If you have ever wondered why it is
so expensive to insure bulls in recent years, there is a good
reason. Bulls break down more these days. Accidents will
always happen, but a lot of bulls sold are an accident
waiting to happen. | cringe when | see some bulls sold that
are obviously going to breed replacement females. It is all
well and good getting a new bull through insurance or the
breeder replacing it, but the poor structure of the bull will
be passed through to daughters. If the bulls aren’t lasting
their resulting females are not likely to as well!

Brent Fisher




NEW TOOLS FOR CATTLE BREEDING?

Gosh yet another cattle breeding breakthrough! They occur
nearly every week: at least that is what you might think if
you believed everything you read.

You see | think we are mere amateurs when it comes to
breeding animals and this even though we have been doing
it for thousands of years. Am | unwilling to accept the fact
that new technologies have revolutionised our approaches
to breeding? Well no, | think | am a realist.

I will accept that we have some good tools for breeding.
Gone are the days when we solely relied on what we saw.
Even at the most basic level, what | think is good or
valuable in a bull, is probably quite different to what you
think is good. While eye appraisal is essential for those
traits we can only judge and not measure the variation
between viewers provides an inconsistent measure of stud
stock.

This leads us to measurement. For some traits, these
measurements are simple to obtain, for example by
weighing. However, any given individual may be
overweight or underweight for many reasons. To illustrate
this point, weaning-weights can give you an indication of
growth rate, but the age of the calf and its birth-weight also
affect its weaning-weight, so weaning weight can be
confounded by a number of things.

You also have to be confident that your method of
measuring, accurately predicts performance. It would be
nice to think your cattle are particularly disease resistant,
but if they are not exposed to the disease, then how do you
know? | am always surprised by how many people make
this mistake, especially with diseases like facial eczema in
sheep.

Measurement does work though, and if I had my way, then
there would be a number of recognised traits of value
precisely recorded. Things like growth-rate and fertility are
critical to cattle performance and form the basis of any
breeding system. While using individual raw animal
performance measurements is one approach, far greater
accuracy is achieved in animal breeding when a large
number of records are available not just for that animal,
but for its progeny, siblings and parents. Most of us
intuitively know this, although it does surprise me how
often bull buyers fall for a stud animal that “looks good”,
without making any enquiry about the performance of
relatives. It is also surprising the extent to which we only
consider traits representing outputs. As businessman, every
farmer knows that it is important to consider both sides of
the balance sheet, yet how many consider traits
representing the costs of production when buying their
bulls? Feed efficiency, survival, disease resistance and
longevity are all traits that will reduce costs, yet they are
commonly ignored.

Technically, the best tool currently for estimating the

performance of a stud animal is an Estimated Breeding
Value or EBV, a measure of an animal’s likely performance
as a parent. The downsides of EBV’s are that they are
limited to traits that can be accurately measured. As a
consequence, they should only be used in conjunction with
eye appraisal: both things count. Remember, more
information is always better!

This brings us to DNA-based technologies. The first thing to
realise with these is that we are typically just assessing
what is, and has always been there; genes or DNA. In my
job, | hear many outrageous claims of how DNA will
“revolutionise” breeding, but let’s look at these in more
detail.

Parentage testing is a handy tool to reconcile the outcome
when a bull has “jumped the fence”. Revolutionary? No.
Some breeders may not tag a calf to mother at birth
because it costs money, time and effort. Some of these will
keep records from afar at calving to record poor-mothering
ability, birthing problems, etc. To rely upon “what comes in
for marking” is to miss so much. To then argue that you can
mate with bull teams and sort out “the mess” with
parentage testing afterwards, is just naive. Cost alone
precludes it, and that is without the technical challenge
that may occur when the bulls used are closely related and
their genetics is un-resolvable. Parentage tests may
improve in time, but at what cost and to what real benefit
to the industry.

Then there are gene-markers. In effect a way of keeping a
handle on a useful gene. These will change the way we
breed, but do not forget that the genes being “marked”
have always been there. We are merely keeping a tighter
reign on them. They are therefore not “magic bullets” and
neither should they be, but they can be extremely useful
for hard to measure traits like disease resistance. Gene-
markers typically rely on genetic variation and selecting for
useful genetic variants (or alleles) that underpin a desirable
trait ignores the question of why that genetic variation was
allowed to exist in the first place. Nature selects against
the unfit and does it well, that is what drives evolution, but
you can’t help but think that if variation exists, then there
may be something else we are missing that is just as
important as the trait we are breeding for with our gene-
marker. Food for thought?

This brings me back to scientific “breakthroughs”. We
shouldn’t undervalue science, but next time a cattle
breeder starts telling you all his bulls have been parentage
tested, they have every gene-marker known, they have top
EBV’s and they have been tested on a SNP chip, just check it
has four legs and a mouth as well!

r
Silverstream Charolais
Fisher Family
Jarvis Road, RD4
Greenpark
L CANTERBURY 7674
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